Curator’s Choice

A US 1828 Pattern Bayonet Scabbard
Belt Plate

ecent excavations at Fort King in Ocala, Florida by
Gulf Archaeology Research Institute discovered a
brass bayonet scabbard belt plate (Figure 1). Fort
King was constructed by the United States Army in 1827 to
serve as a buffer between the Seminoles and Americans
settling to the north. The Fort was burned by Seminoles
after its abandonment in 1836. It was rebuilt in 1837,
occupied by the 7th US Infantry, and was an important
supply depot and fort during the Second (1835-1842)
Seminole War (Sivilich 2016).

By: Gareth McNair-Lewis,

MAC Lab Conservation Technician
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Figure 1. Before treatment photo of eagle bayonet scabbard belt plate.

an olive branch in the left talon (Campbell and
Howell 1963). The appearance of the eagle as a
symbol of US military strength was not a new
idea. During the War of 1812, a rectangular eagle
plate was first seen on leather Infantry caps and
appeared on military buttons dating from 1808 to
1814 (Chartrand 1992). They also displayed the
eagle clutching arrows for war and an olive branch
for peace.

brass eacle oplate can be seen on the shoulde

straps of many soldiers in photos and cartes de
visite of the time (Figure 4).

Figure 3. 1839 Infantryman showing eagle belt plate on bayonet scabbard
belt.
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Fi 4. Artillery C | with eagle plate, Civil War.
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Figure 2. 1828 pattern belt plate. (Huntington 1987) Society for Historical Archaeology Special Publication Series, Number 7: 48-57.

The Florida Frontier Guards; Seminole War Reenactors and Living History, 1835-1842.

he bayonet Scabbard belt was worn over the https://www.floridafrontierguard.com. Website accessed 9/28/2016.

right shoulder, which carried the musket
bayonet scabbard on the left hip. In general, the
belts were white buff leather; but black ones were
used occasionally (Florida Frontier Guards). The
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round eagle brass plate, with its pronged back,

Sivilich, Michelle
would buckle the two halves of the belt together ¢ personal Communication, 10/14/2016
at the front.
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